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The vestibulo-ocular reflex (VOR) is a reflex, where activation of the vestibular system causes eye
movement. This reflex functions to stabilize images on the retinas (in yoked vision) during head
movement by producing eye movements in the direction opposite to head movement, thus preserving
the image on the center of the visual field(s).

For example, when the head moves to the right, the eyes move to the left, and vice versa. Since slight
head movement is present all the time, the VOR is very important for stabilizing vision: patients
whose VOR is impaired find it difficult to read using print, because they cannot stabilize the eyes
during small head tremors, and also because damage to the VOR can cause vestibular nystagmus.
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