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Vascular disease

Vascular disease, also known as vascular disorders or vascular conditions, refers to a group of medical
conditions that affect the blood vessels, which are an integral part of the circulatory system. Blood
vessels, including arteries, veins, and capillaries, are responsible for transporting blood throughout
the body. Vascular diseases can affect the structure and function of these vessels, leading to various
health problems. Here are some common types of vascular diseases:

Atherosclerosis: This is the most common vascular disease. It involves the buildup of plaque (fatty
deposits) on the inner walls of arteries, narrowing and hardening them. Atherosclerosis can lead to
conditions such as coronary artery disease (narrowed heart arteries), carotid artery disease (narrowed
neck arteries), and peripheral artery disease (narrowed arteries in the limbs).

Peripheral Vascular Disease (PAD): PAD is a type of atherosclerosis that specifically affects the
arteries supplying the legs and arms. It can result in reduced blood flow to the limbs, causing
symptoms like leg pain, claudication (pain when walking), and in severe cases, tissue damage or
gangrene.

Deep Vein Thrombosis (DVT): DVT occurs when a blood clot forms in a deep vein, typically in the legs.
If a clot breaks free and travels to the lungs, it can cause a life-threatening condition called pulmonary
embolism.

Varicose Veins: Varicose veins are swollen, twisted veins that often appear in the legs. They occur
when the valves in the veins weaken or malfunction, causing blood to pool in the veins. Varicose veins
can lead to pain, discomfort, and cosmetic concerns.

Venous Insufficiency: Venous insufficiency is a condition where the veins in the legs have difficulty
returning blood to the heart. This can result in symptoms such as leg swelling, skin changes, and leg
ulcers.

Aneurysms: Aneurysms are abnormal bulges or sacs that form in the walls of arteries. They can occur
in various arteries throughout the body, including the aorta (aortic aneurysm) and the brain (cerebral
aneurysm). Aneurysms can be life-threatening if they rupture.

Raynaud's Disease: Raynaud's disease is a condition where blood vessels in the fingers and toes
constrict excessively in response to cold or stress. This can lead to color changes in the affected digits
and cause pain and numbness.

Vasculitis: Vasculitis refers to inflammation of the blood vessels. There are many types of vasculitis,
and they can affect blood vessels of various sizes. Symptoms depend on the type and location of the
inflammation and can include pain, skin changes, and organ dysfunction.

Lymphedema: Lymphedema is a condition characterized by the swelling of body parts, typically the
arms or legs, due to a blockage or dysfunction in the lymphatic system, which is closely related to the
vascular system.

Management and treatment of vascular diseases often involve lifestyle changes, medications,
minimally invasive procedures, and, in some cases, surgery. Early diagnosis and intervention are
essential to prevent complications and improve outcomes for individuals with vascular diseases. If you
suspect you have a vascular condition or are at risk, it is important to seek medical evaluation and
guidance.
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see Neurovascular Disorder

see Peripheral vascular disease

Risk Factors

Diabetes.

Hyperlipidemia

Smoking.

High blood pressure.

Obesity.

Lack of exercise.
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