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Unruptured intracranial aneurysm treatment
with flow diversion

Flow diversion is now an established technique to treat unruptured intracranial aneurysms not readily
amenable to endovascular coil embolization or open microsurgical occlusion.

The use of these stents is advisable mainly for unruptured aneurysms, particularly those located at
the internal carotid artery or vertebral and basilar arteries, for fusiform and dissecting aneurysms and
for saccular aneurysms with large necks and low dome-to-neck ratio. The rate of aneurysm occlusion
progressively increases during follow-up (81.5% overall rate in this review). The non-negligible rate of
ischemic (mean 4.1%) and hemorrhagic (mean 2.9%) complications, the neurological morbidity (mean
3.5%) and the reported mortality (mean 3.4%) are the main limits of this technique 1).

Outcome

Intracranial Aneurysm Flow Diversion may not alter neurocognitive function. Larger patient samples
and longer follow-ups with other tests of cognitive functions are needed to confirm these findings 2).
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