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The Department of Neurosurgery at the University of Nebraska Medical Center has grown
considerably from one neurosurgeon in 1923 into the first-class department with diverse subspecialty
care and innovative faculty. Founding neurosurgeon Dr. J. Jay Keegan, a student of Harvey Cushing,
instituted a legacy of clinical and research excellence that he passed on to his successors. The
department created a lecture series to honor Keegan's pioneering techniques and impact in the field,
featuring prominent neurosurgeons from across the country. Keegan's successors, such as Dr. Lyal
Leibrock, grew the department through a unique partnership with private practice. The current faculty
has continued the tradition of exceptional resident training and innovative patient care 1).
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