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Treatment algorithm

A treatment algorithm is any computation, formula, statistical survey, nomogram, or look-up table,
useful in healthcare. Medical algorithms include decision tree approaches to healthcare treatment
(e.g., if symptoms A, B, and C are evident, then use treatment X) and also less clear-cut tools aimed
at reducing or defining uncertainty.

Medical algorithms based on best practice can assist everyone involved in delivery of standardized
treatment via a wide range of clinical care providers. Many are presented as protocols and it is a key
task in training to ensure people step outside the protocol when necessary. In our present state of
knowledge, generating hints and producing guidelines may be less satisfying to the authors, but more
appropriate.
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