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Thoracic laminoplasty is a surgical procedure performed to decompress the spinal cord in the thoracic
region (the middle portion of the spine). This technique is typically used to treat conditions that cause
spinal cord compression, such as thoracic spinal stenosis, ossification of the posterior longitudinal
ligament (OPLL), ossification of the ligamentum flavum (OLF), or certain tumors. Unlike laminectomy,
where the lamina (the back part of the vertebra) is removed, laminoplasty involves reshaping and
repositioning the lamina to create more space for the spinal cord while maintaining the stability and
structure of the vertebral column.

### Goals of Thoracic Laminoplasty

1. Decompress the Spinal Cord: The primary goal is to relieve pressure on the spinal cord caused
by bony overgrowths, ligament thickening, or tumors. 2. Preserve Spinal Stability: By retaining the
lamina and using it to expand the spinal canal, the procedure aims to maintain the natural anatomy
and stability of the spine. 3. Minimize Postoperative Complications: Retaining the bony structure
of the lamina reduces the risk of postoperative spinal deformity, instability, and chronic pain.

### Indications for Thoracic Laminoplasty

- Thoracic Myelopathy: Neurological deficits resulting from spinal cord compression in the thoracic
spine. - Ossification of Ligaments: Such as OPLL or OLF, where thickened ligaments compress the
spinal cord. - Tumors: Benign or malignant tumors causing spinal cord compression. - Thoracic
Spinal Stenosis: Narrowing of the spinal canal in the thoracic region leading to myelopathy.

### Surgical Technique of Thoracic Laminoplasty

1. Preoperative Planning:

Imaging: Preoperative imaging, including MRI and CT scans, is crucial to identify the extent1.
and location of spinal cord compression and plan the surgical approach.
Neurological Assessment: A thorough neurological examination is performed to document2.
any deficits and assess the patient’s baseline function.

2. Patient Positioning:

The patient is typically placed in the prone position (lying face down) on a specialized surgical1.
table that allows for proper alignment and access to the thoracic spine.

3. Incision and Exposure:

A midline incision is made over the affected thoracic vertebrae.1.
The paraspinal muscles are carefully dissected away from the spinous processes and laminae to2.
expose the posterior elements of the spine.

4. Creating the Laminoplasty:

Laminotomy: Using a high-speed drill, a partial thickness cut is made on one side of the1.
lamina (hinge side) and a full-thickness cut is made on the opposite side (open side). The hinge
side acts as a pivot point while the open side allows the lamina to be lifted and expanded.
Elevation of the Lamina: The lamina is gently elevated on the open side to increase the size2.
of the spinal canal. Care is taken to avoid damage to the underlying dura mater and spinal cord.
Spacer Placement: To maintain the expanded position, spacers (such as bone grafts, titanium3.
plates, or allograft materials) are placed between the lifted lamina and the underlying vertebral
body or facet joints.
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5. Securing the Lamina:

The expanded lamina is secured in place using small plates and screws or sutures, depending1.
on the surgeon's preference and the specific anatomy of the patient. This helps to stabilize the
new position and maintain the increased space for the spinal cord.

6. Closure:

The muscles are reapproximated and sutured back to their original position, and the wound is1.
closed in layers. A drain may be placed to prevent hematoma formation and is usually removed
within a few days after surgery.

### Postoperative Care and Recovery

- Monitoring: Patients are closely monitored postoperatively for any signs of neurological
deterioration, infection, or complications. - Imaging: Postoperative imaging, such as X-rays or MRI,
may be performed to confirm the success of the decompression and ensure the stability of the
laminoplasty. - Rehabilitation: Physical therapy may be recommended to help the patient regain
strength, mobility, and function, depending on the extent of preoperative deficits and the patient's
overall health.

### Advantages of Thoracic Laminoplasty

- Maintains Spinal Stability: By preserving the lamina and using it to expand the spinal canal,
laminoplasty helps maintain the natural alignment and stability of the spine. - Reduces Risk of
Deformity: Unlike laminectomy, which can lead to spinal deformities such as kyphosis (forward
bending of the spine), laminoplasty preserves the structural integrity of the posterior elements. -
Minimizes Postoperative Pain: Preserving the muscular attachments and the bony structure of the
lamina can reduce postoperative pain and improve recovery.

### Potential Risks and Complications

- Neurological Injury: There is always a risk of injury to the spinal cord or nerve roots during
decompression surgery. - Infection: As with any surgery, there is a risk of infection at the surgical
site. - Hardware Complications: Plates, screws, or spacers used to secure the lamina may become
loose or cause discomfort. - Insufficient Decompression: In some cases, the decompression
achieved by laminoplasty may be inadequate, and further surgery may be required.

### Conclusion

Thoracic laminoplasty is a valuable surgical technique for decompressing the spinal cord in the
thoracic spine while preserving spinal stability. By reshaping and repositioning the lamina rather than
removing it, laminoplasty reduces the risk of postoperative spinal deformity and chronic pain, making
it an effective option for patients with thoracic myelopathy due to spinal cord compression.
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