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Terminology

Terminology in neurosurgery refers to the specialized vocabulary and language used within the field
of neurosurgery, which focuses on the surgical treatment of disorders and conditions affecting the
nervous system. Neurosurgical terminology encompasses a wide range of terms specific to the brain,
spinal cord, nerves, and associated structures. Neurosurgeons, medical professionals, and
researchers in the field use this terminology to communicate effectively and precisely.

Here are some key components of neurosurgical terminology:

Cranial Anatomy: Terms related to the structure and regions of the skull and brain, such as the frontal
lobe, temporal lobe, cerebellum, and brainstem.

Spinal Anatomy: Terminology pertaining to the different sections of the spinal column, including the
cervical, thoracic, lumbar, and sacral regions.

Surgical Approaches: Terms describing the various techniques and approaches used in neurosurgical
procedures, such as craniotomy (surgical opening of the skull) or laminectomy (removal of the lamina
of a vertebra).

Tumor Terminology: Vocabulary specific to brain and spinal tumors, including types of tumors (glioma,
meningioma, ependymoma), grading systems (such as the World Health Organization (WHO)
classification), and terms related to tumor characteristics (size, location, infiltrative, etc.).

Vascular Terminology: Terms related to blood vessels and vascular disorders in the brain, such as
aneurysm (dilation of a blood vessel) or arteriovenous malformation (AVM).

Nerve Terminology: Vocabulary associated with peripheral nerves, cranial nerves, and their disorders,
such as neuropathy or trigeminal neuralgia.

Surgical Techniques and Procedures: Terminology specific to neurosurgical procedures, including
craniotomy, stereotactic surgery, microsurgery, endoscopic surgery, and others.

Neurological Examinations: Terms used in the evaluation of neurological function, such as the
Glasgow Coma Scale or specific tests for assessing motor, sensory, or cognitive function.

It's important to note that neurosurgical terminology can be highly specialized and complex.
Neurosurgeons receive extensive training to understand and utilize this terminology accurately,
ensuring effective communication among medical professionals within the field. Additionally, patient
education and communication are vital, and neurosurgeons strive to explain procedures and
conditions using accessible language to enhance understanding and informed decision-making.

Examples

The literature on spinal vascular malformations contains a great deal of confusing terminology. Some
of the nomenclatures is inconsistent with the lesions described.
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