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Tegmentum

see also Tectum.

The tegmentum (from Latin for “covering” is a general area within the brainstem. It is located
between the ventricular system and distinctive basal or ventral structures at each level. It forms the
floor of the midbrain whereas the tectum forms the ceiling.

The midbrain tegmentum is the part of the midbrain extending from the substantia nigra to the
cerebral aqueduct in a horizontal section of the midbrain. It forms the floor of the midbrain that
surrounds the cerebral aqueduct.

It is a multisynaptic network of neurons that is involved in many unconscious homeostatic and
reflexive pathways.

The tegmentum is the location of several cranial nerve (CN) nuclei. The nuclei of CN III and IV are
located in the tegmentum portion of the midbrain. The nuclei of CN V to VIII are located in the
tegmentum at the level of the pons. The nuclei of CN IX, X, and XII are located in that of the medulla.
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