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The superior olivary complex (SOC) or superior olive is a collection of brainstem nuclei that functions
in multiple aspects of hearing and is an important component of the ascending and descending
auditory pathways of the auditory system. The SOC is intimately related to the trapezoid body: most
of the cell groups of the SOC are dorsal (posterior in primates) to this axon bundle while a number of
cell groups are embedded in the trapezoid body. Overall, the SOC displays a significant interspecies
variation, being largest in bats and rodents and smaller in primates.
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