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Sulfatide, also known as 3-O-sulfogalactosylceramide, SM4, or sulfated galactocerebroside, is a class
of sulfolipids, specifically a class of sulfoglycolipids, which are glycolipids that contain a sulfate group.

Sulfatide is synthesized primarily starting in the endoplasmic reticulum and ending in the Golgi
apparatus where ceramide is converted to galactocerebroside and later sulfated to make sulfatide. Of
all of the galactolipids that are found in the myelin sheath, one-fifth of them is sulfatides. Sulfatide is
primarily found on the extracellular leaflet of the myelin plasma membrane produced by the
oligodendrocytes in the central nervous system and in the Schwann cells in the peripheral nervous
system. However, sulfatide is also present on the extracellular leaflet of the plasma membrane of
many cells in eukaryotic organism
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