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Although stroke is more common with advancing age, especially in the elderly, women of
reproductive age may still suffer from stroke, and from its deleterious consequences. Women of
reproductive age who suffer a stroke may do so either due to a specific predisposition, or due to
pregnancy-related hypertensive emergencies.

To assess the risk of stroke recurrence in pregnancy and the postpartum period in women who have
suffered a stroke before pregnancy.

This was a retrospective cohort study conducted at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital from January
2005 to December 2015. This is a tertiary referral center for high-risk obstetrics and one of the largest
stroke referral centers for neurosurgery. All consecutive pregnant women that had a viable pregnancy
(≥24 weeks of gestation) and a history of stroke prior to pregnancy were identified. The primary
outcome of this study was stroke recurrence in pregnancy or the postpartum period defined as 6
weeks after delivery.

Forty-eight pregnancies with a history of stroke before pregnancy were identified in 24 women. Thirty-
one pregnancies (64.6%) had a history of an ischemic stroke, 11 (22.9%) had a history of transient
ischemic attack, and 6 (12.5%) had a history of a hemorrhagic stroke. There was no stroke recurrence
during pregnancy or the postpartum period for the three groups of stroke. In the ischemic stroke
group, 8 (25.8%) had recurrence in the non-pregnant state compared to none in the TIA and the
hemorrhagic stroke group.

There was no stroke recurrence during pregnancy or the postpartum period for the three groups of
stroke 1).
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