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Stereology is the three-dimensional interpretation of two-dimensional cross sections of materials or
tissues. It provides practical techniques for extracting quantitative information about a three-
dimensional material from measurements made on two-dimensional planar sections of the material.
Stereology is a method that utilizes random, systematic sampling to provide unbiased and
quantitative data. It is an important and efficient tool in many applications of microscopy (such as
petrography, materials science, and biosciences including histology, bone and neuroanatomy).
Stereology is a developing science with many important innovations being developed mainly in
Europe. New innovations such as the proportionator continue to make important improvements in the
efficiency of stereological procedures.
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