
2025/07/05 19:23 1/1 sphenopetroclival_venous_gulf

Neurosurgery Wiki - https://neurosurgerywiki.com/wiki/

The SPCVG is filled anteriorly by blood from the cavernous sinus (lateral sellar compartment [LSC],
medially by blood from the basilar plexus, and laterally by blood from the superior petrosal sinus; this
venous gulf is drained by the inferior petrosal sinus. The SPCVG is comparable in shape to an irregular
hedron figure. It contains the Dorello canal, the venous segment of the abducent nerve, and the
superior sphenopetrosal (Gruber) ligament, the fibers of which are in anatomical continuity with those
of the inferior sphenopetrosal (petrolingual) ligament, forming a “falciform ligament.”

The structures defining the posterior surface of the SPCVG may represent a helpful surgical corridor
through which it is possible to approach the LSC via the posterior fossa. This conceptualization of the
SPCVG is an attempt to define univocally the microanatomy of the sphenopetroclival region in its
entirety 1).
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