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Somatic mutation landscape

The somatic mutation landscape refers to the pattern of genetic changes that occur in cells during an
individual's lifetime, as opposed to those present in their germline cells (passed down through
generations). Somatic mutations can arise from various factors, including exposure to environmental
toxins, errors in DNA replication, and normal aging processes.

The somatic mutation landscape can vary widely between different individuals and tissues and can be
influenced by a range of factors, including age, exposure to carcinogens, and genetic predisposition.
Some somatic mutations may be harmless or even beneficial, while others can lead to the
development of cancer or other diseases.

Understanding the somatic mutation landscape is important for identifying the genetic drivers of
diseases such as cancer, as well as developing more effective treatments and prevention strategies.
Advances in genetic sequencing technologies have made it possible to analyze the somatic mutation
landscape in unprecedented detail, revealing previously unknown patterns and mutations that could
have important implications for our understanding of disease and aging.
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