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Social Deprivation Index

The Social Deprivation Index (SDI) is a measure used to quantify the level of social deprivation
within a given area. It helps researchers, policymakers, and healthcare professionals understand
disparities in health outcomes, resource allocation, and social inequities. The SDI is typically
constructed using variables related to socioeconomic status, including:

### Common Factors in SDI Calculations

- Income Level: Median household income, poverty rate - Employment Status: Unemployment rate
- Education: Percentage of individuals without a high school diploma - Housing: Homeownership
rates, overcrowding, housing conditions - Healthcare Access: Insurance coverage, availability of
medical facilities - Demographics: Single-parent households, elderly population, racial/ethnic
composition

### Uses of SDI 1. Healthcare & Public Health: Helps identify communities with poorer health
outcomes, enabling targeted interventions. 2. Policy & Urban Planning: Guides funding for social
programs, infrastructure, and services in disadvantaged areas. 3. Research & Epidemiology: Aids
in studying health disparities linked to socioeconomic status.

### Variations & Regional Adaptations - Different countries and organizations define SDI
differently, adapting it to local socioeconomic conditions. - In the U.S., the Robert Graham Center
developed an SDI for healthcare applications, while the CDC has similar indices like the Social
Vulnerability Index (SVI).
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