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Neurologic disorders impose a heavy burden on healthcare in Singapore. To date, no data on the
willingness to pay (WTP) for neurologic treatments has been reported in the local population.

OBJECTIVES: We aimed to quantify the value of various health domains to neuroscience patients and
their caregivers by comparing their WTP for different types of treatments.

METHODS: A questionnaire using a mixed open-ended and closed-ended contingent valuation method
was developed to elicit WTP and self-administered by 112 visitors to a neuroscience outpatient clinic.
The WTP for treatments in 3 health domains (advanced restoration of function, life extension, and
cosmesis) was evaluated and compared. Subgroup regression analysis was performed to investigate
the impact of demographic and socioeconomic factors.

RESULTS: Treatment that improved cosmesis had the highest median WTP of Singapore dollar (SGD)
35 000, followed by treatment that provided 1 year of life extension (SGD 20 000) and 1 year of
advanced restored function (SGD 10 000; P < .001). Respondents with a university education were
willing to pay as much as 2 to 3 times of those without across all health domains.

CONCLUSION: This is the first study to provide data on how different health domains are valued by
neuroscience patients and caregivers in our population. Respondents valued treatment that restored
or improved their physical appearances the most. These findings could contribute to future policies on
the improvement of neuroscience care 1).

1)

Lew VH, See AAQ, Goh JJ, Wong TH, King NKK. Survey on Willingness to Pay for Life-Saving Treatment,
Functional Recovery, and Cosmesis in a Neuroscience Outpatient Clinic Setting in Singapore. Value
Health Reg Issues. 2019 Oct 21;21:45-52. doi: 10.1016/j.vhri.2019.07.004. [Epub ahead of print]
PubMed PMID: 31648146.
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