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SILK flow diverter

The SILK flow diverter (SFD; Balt Extrusion, Montmorency, France) is a closed cell mesh cylinder
comprised of 48 braided nitinol strands and 35 μm platinum microfilaments with a high resultant
metal surface coverage (approximately 35%). As a closed cell stent, it can be retrieved and/or
repositioned at up to 90% deployment. The stent is unsheathed from its own delivery microcatheter
(Vasco 21; Balt) via pushing the delivery wire and retrieving the microcatheter, allowing for expansion
and compensation of foreshortening. It is available in 2–5 mm diameters and in 15–40 mm lengths.
The stent is quite flexible but has a relatively lower radial force than other closed cell stents such as
the Enterprise, allowing for potential stent migration and even vessel occlusion in stenotic vessels.
Adjunctive stenting with other stents with greater radial force is thus sometimes performed 1) 2).
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