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South East European Neurosurgical Society (SeENS) was established by neurosurgeons from Croatia,
Serbia, Slovenia and Bosnia and Herzegovina in October 2012, and registered in Zagreb, Croatia in
November 2012. as a nonprofitable, non-political Society of neurosurgeons that are willing to act bona
fide in order to achieve better communication and collaboration between neurosurgeons from SE part
of Europe.

Faculty of Medicine - University of Novi Sad Hajduk Veljkova 3 21000 Novi Sad

Belgrade

Traumatic brachial plexus injury is generally severe, and in many cases associated with surrounding
tissue injury, which makes them hard to diagnose at the right time.

Rasulić et al. from Belgrade, Kosovska Mitrovica, Kragujevac, Serbia, presents etiological and
epidemiological characteristics of surgically treated civilian traumatic brachial plexus injuries.

This retrospective study included 68 patients, operated due to the traumatic brachial plexus injuries
at Clinic for Neurosurgery, Clinical Center of Serbia, during the 11-year period.

The vast majority of injured patients were men in full working maturity. In the study, there were seven
different etiological factors. The road traffic accidents were the most common-41 (60.3%), while the
motorcycle accidents were the most dominant subtype (53.7%) of all road traffic accidents, and also
representing 32.4% of all causes of trauma. Supraclavicular elements of the brachial plexus were
injured in more than 80% of patients. A total of 49 (72.1%) patients from our study had one or more
associated injuries. The most common associated injuries were bone fractures, cerebral contusions,
and vascular injuries.

Although rare, non-war-related severe brachial plexus injuries represent a group of patients carrying
high risk of insufficient functional recovery regardless of treatment modality, or surgical technique.
Epidemiological and etiological data are therefore very important to identify the groups in risk and to
induce preventive actions aimed at these patients 1).

1)

Rasulić L, Savić A, Lepić M, Puzović V, Karaleić S, Kovačević V, Vitošević F, Samardžić M.
Epidemiological characteristics of surgically treated civilian traumatic brachial plexus injuries in
Serbia. Acta Neurochir (Wien). 2018 Jul 29. doi: 10.1007/s00701-018-3640-7. [Epub ahead of print]
PubMed PMID: 30056518.
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