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Pterygoid process
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of the endonasal corridor necessary to approach the Meckel cave, infrapetrous skull base, and medial
infratemporal fossa.

Eight endoscopic transpterygoid approaches were performed in fresh cadaveric specimens. In all
dissections the vidian nerve and the periosteal sac enclosing the pterygopalatine fossa were
preserved.

Pinheiro-Neto et al. transposed the pterygopalatine fossa to approach the Meckel cave, infrapetrous
skull base, and medial infratemporal region, preserving the neurovascular structures inside the
pterygopalatine fossa in all specimens.

Its an alternative technique that is both feasible and desirable. The transposition requires no
additional technical skills but requires comprehensive knowledge of its anatomy. The anatomical
preservation of the neurovascular structures is potentially beneficial to the quality of life of patients.
Clinical studies are necessary to prove the real benefits of this technique 1).
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