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Posterior inferior cerebellar artery aneurysm
epidemiology

Posterior inferior cerebellar artery aneurysms constitute 0.5-3% of all intracranial aneurysms 1) 2) 3).

Of 2169 aneurysms treated between January 1995 and March 2007 in St. Elisabeth Ziekenhuis,
Tilburg, the Netherlands, 60 were located on the PICA (incidence, 2.8%).

PICA aneurysms may take origin from one of its six segments and two loops (based on its relationship
to the medulla oblongata and the cerebellum including: a) the BA-VA-PICA junction; b) the anterior
medullary segment, from VA-PICA origin to the inferior olivary prominence; c) the lateral medullary
segment, extending until the origin of IX-X-XIth cranial nerves; d) the tonsillomedullary segment, until
the caudal portion of tonsils (including the caudal loop); e) the telovelotonsillar segment, from the
midportion of its ascent along the medial surface of tonsil to the cortical cerebellar surface (including
the cranial loop); and, f) the cortical segment, extending until the cerebellar vermis and hemisphere 4)

5) 6) 7) 8).

In general, PICA aneurysms tend to present at an earlier age as compared with other aneurysms. The
mean age as reported in many large series is in the fifth decade, with Lewis et al 9) reporting 51 years,
Lehto et al 10) as 52 years, and Dernbach et al 10 even lower at 44.7 years. In their series, Lehto et al
11) compared the age of patients with distal PICA aneurysms in eighty cases with those cases who had
aneurysms located at other locations during the same study period. They, however, never found a
significant difference in the ages, as the mean age of other cases presenting with aneurysms was 49
years. In the series of Deora et al., 12) the mean age was 51 years, ratifying with most previous series.
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