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Pontomesencephalic cistern

High-resolution magnetic resonance imaging scans are able to demonstrate significant volumetric
differences of the pontomesencephalic cistern in patients with unilateral TN. A smaller cistern may be
correlated with the occurrence of a neurovascular compression, and these findings support the
neurovascular compression theory in idiopathic TN 1).

Park et al. confirmed that small pontomesencephalic cistern volumes were more frequent in patients
with TN 2).
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