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Pituitary rongeur

Successful retrieval of a broken pituitary rongeur tip from the lumbar intervertebral disc space
using a magnetic probe: illustrative case
An Unusual Complication of Intramedullary Pin Migration during Total Knee Arthroplasty - A Case
Report
Antibiotic cement nails manufactured with threaded rods or cannulated intramedullary nails are
better than those made with guidewires and do not debond
A Trans-pedicle Approach to Avoid Exiting Nerve Root Injury in Full-Endoscopic Transforaminal
Decompression: A Case Report
Breakage of a Pituitary Rongeur Tip: An Unforeseen Complication of Lumbar Microdiscectomy: A
Case Report and Review of Literature
Extensile Anterior and Posterior Knee Exposure for Complete Synovectomy of Diffuse
Tenosynovial Giant Cell Tumor (Pigmented Villonodular Synovitis)
Unusual Occurrence of Incarceration and Breakage of the Coiled Shaft of the Intramedullary
Reamer during Closed Intramedullary Nailing of Tibia
A pituitary cup biopsy is more accurate than reamings for histological diagnosis of
intramedullary lesions during nailing of impending and pathologic fractures: a retrospective
matched cohort analysis

A 46-year-old man with left leg radiculopathy due to a left L4-5 disc extrusion had a lumbar
microdiscectomy that was complicated by the pituitary rongeur tip breaking in the L4-5 disc space.
The rongeur tip was successfully retrieved by widening the entry access without damaging the
adjoining facet and utilizing a blunt nerve hook and probe dissector.

Conclusion: Breakage of the pituitary rongeur tip is an unforeseen complication of lumbar
microdiscectomy. Surgeons should be aware of this potential complication, ideally confirm the
rongeur is intact prior to wound coverage, and understand the risks versus benefits of attempting to
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