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Bacterial peritonitis is an unusual ventriculoperitoneal shunt complication. This complication, usually
associated with peritoneal cysts of perforated viscus, may occur as the first manifestation of
ventriculoperitoneal shunt infection. Early recognition of this form of bacterial peritonitis and
appropriate antibiotic therapy may avert major abdominal surgery in selected cases 1).

Riccardello et al report the case of 14-year-old girl with a history of myelomeningocele and
ventriculoperitoneal shunt-treated hydrocephalus who presented with right-sided abdominal pain and
subcutaneous emphysema that developed over a 1-week period. A CT scan of the patient's abdomen
revealed a retained distal ventriculoperitoneal (VP) catheter with air tracking from the catheter to the
upper chest wall. Given the high suspicion of the catheter being intraluminal, an exploratory
laparotomy was performed and revealed multiple jejunal perforations. The patient required a partial
small-bowel resection and reanastomosis for complete removal of the retained catheter. Six other
similar cases of bowel perforation occurring in patients with abandoned VP and subdural-peritoneal
shunts have been reported. The authors analyzed these cases with regard to age of presentation,
symptomatic presentation, management, morbidity, and mortality. While there was 0% mortality
associated with bowel perforation secondary to a retained distal VP catheter, the morbidity was
significantly high and included peritonitis and small bowel resection 2).
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