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Patient Safety Indicators

The Patient Safety Indicators (PSIs) are a set of indicators providing information on potential in
hospital complications and adverse events following surgeries, procedures, and childbirth. The PSls
were developed after a comprehensive literature review, analysis of ICD-9-CM codes, review by a
clinician panel, implementation of risk adjustment, and empirical analyses.

The PSls can be used to help hospitals identify potential adverse events that might need further
study; provide the opportunity to assess the incidence of adverse events and in hospital
complications using administrative data found in the typical discharge record; include indicators for
complications occurring in hospital that may represent patient safety events; and, indicators also
have area level analogs designed to detect patient safety events on a regional level.

Patient safety indicators (PSIs) and hospital-acquired conditions (HACs) are metrics for quality of care
and are linked to reimbursement. The prevalence of PSIs/HACs may impact access to health care for
certain conditions.

Patient safety indicators (PSI) are a set of potentially preventable events related to patient safety and
opportunities for improvement. Eight pertinent PSI have been identified in patients with aneurysmal
subarachnoid hemorrhage (ASAH), such as decubitus ulcer, and central line-related bacteraemia. The
aim was to evaluate the efficacy of a health care quality protocol to prevent the appearance of PSl in
ASAH patients.

Methods: Adult patients treated for ASAH were included in a retrospective control group of 35 patients
and a prospective experimental group of 35 patients when the prevention program was implemented.
We evaluated the occurrence of PSI, and its relation to age, sex, Hunt and Hess scale grade, type of
aneurysm treatment, length of hospital stay, and Glasgow Outcome Scale scores.

Results: Both groups had similar characteristics except for a longer hospital stay in the control group.
The overall PSI prevalence decreased significantly in the experimental group compared to the control
group. The experimental group had a decreased risk for having at least one PSI: OR = 0.21 (0.08-0.57,
Cl 95%). The absolute risk reduction is 37.1% (58.9%-15.4%), the preventable fraction for the
population is 28.3% (10.6%-40.0%), and the number needed to treat is 2.69.

Conclusions: The health care quality protocol is effective to prevent ISP in ASAH patients.
Implementing this prevention program has no effect on the neurological state of the patient at the

hospital discharge. Still, it is successful in decreasing the PSI prevalence and the days of hospital stay
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