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Paraquat

Paraquat is a widely used herbicide, but is also a lethal poison. In some low- and middle-income
countries (LMICs) paraquat is commonly available and inexpensive, making poisoning prevention
difficult. Most of the people poisoned by paraquat have taken it as a means of self-poisoning.
Standard treatment for paraquat poisoning prevents further absorption and reduces the load of
paraquat in the blood through haemoperfusion or haemodialysis. The effectiveness of standard
treatments is extremely limited. The immune system plays an important role in exacerbating
paraquat-induced lung fibrosis. Immunosuppressive treatment using glucocorticoid and
cyclophosphamide in combination has been developed and studied as an intervention for paraquat
poisoning 1).
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