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Oxymetazoline, sold under the brand name Afrin among others, is a topical decongestant and
vasoconstrictor medication. It is available over-the-counter as a nasal spray to treat nasal congestion
and nosebleeds, as eyedrops to treat eye redness due to minor irritation, and (in the United States) as
a prescription topical cream to treat persistent facial redness due to rosacea in adults. Its effects
begin within minutes and last for up to 6 hours. Intranasal use for longer than three days may cause
congestion to recur or worsen, resulting in physical dependence.
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