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New Zealand

Department of Surgical Sciences, Section of Neurosurgery, Dunedin School of Medicine, University of
Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand.

Brain Cancer

Kim et al. examined time trends in the incidence rates of brain malignancies in New Zealand from
1995 to 2010.

Data from the New Zealand Cancer Registry was used to calculate incidence rates of primary brain
cancer, by age, gender, morphology and anatomical site. Log-linear regression analysis was used to
assess trends in the annual incidence of primary brain cancer; annual percentage changes and their
95% confidence intervals were estimated.

No consistent increases in all primary brain cancer, glioma, or temporal or parietal lobe glioma were
seen. At ages 10-69, the incidence of all brain cancers declined significantly. Incidence of glioma
increased at ages over 70.

In New Zealand, there has been no consistent increase in incidence rates of primary brain cancers. An
increase in glioma at ages over 70 is likely to be due to improvements in diagnosis. As with any such
studies, a small effect, or one with a latent period of more than 10 to 15 years, cannot be excluded 1).
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