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Nerve decompression is a surgical procedure aimed at relieving pressure or compression on a nerve,
typically caused by conditions like herniated discs, bone spurs, tumors, or thickened tissues that may
be pressing on a nerve. The goal of nerve decompression is to alleviate symptoms such as pain,
numbness, tingling, and weakness, which are often associated with nerve compression, and to
improve the function of the affected nerve.

### Common Conditions Treated with Nerve Decompression: 1. Carpal Tunnel Syndrome:
Decompression of the median nerve in the wrist when it's compressed by the transverse carpal
ligament. 2. Cervical or Lumbar Radiculopathy: Decompression of a nerve root in the neck or
lower back that is compressed by a herniated disc or bone spur. 3. Tarsal Tunnel Syndrome:
Decompression of the posterior tibial nerve in the ankle, often due to compression by surrounding
structures. 4. Thoracic Outlet Syndrome: Decompression of the brachial plexus or subclavian
artery as they pass through the thoracic outlet.

### Surgical Techniques: - Microdiscectomy: Removal of a portion of a herniated disc to relieve
pressure on a nerve root. - Laminectomy: Removal of part of a vertebra (the lamina) to create more
space around the spinal cord or nerve roots. - Foraminotomy: Enlargement of the opening (foramen)
where the nerve exits the spine to relieve compression. - Carpal Tunnel Release: Cutting the
transverse carpal ligament to relieve pressure on the median nerve.

### Benefits: - Pain relief: Alleviates the symptoms caused by nerve compression, such as
radiating pain, numbness, and tingling. - Improved function: Restores nerve function, improving
strength, reflexes, and coordination. - Prevents long-term damage: Reduces the risk of permanent
nerve damage due to prolonged compression.

### Risks: - Infection: As with any surgery, there is a risk of infection at the incision site. - Nerve
injury: There is a small risk of damaging the nerve during the procedure. - Incomplete relief: In
some cases, nerve decompression may not fully relieve symptoms, and additional treatments may be
needed.

Recovery time varies depending on the type of surgery and the condition being treated, but most
patients experience significant relief within weeks to months after surgery. Rehabilitation and
physical therapy may be recommended to help restore function and prevent recurrence of nerve
compression.
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