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Angiogenesis, the development of new capillary networks from the normal vasculature, is a
fundamental process during embryogenesis. In adulthood, angiogenesis contributes to corpus luteum
formation, placental implantation and wound healing and is also required in some pathological
conditions such as several intraocular syndromes, growth of solid tumors, and metastasis. Many
factors are involved in the regulation of neovascularisation among which FGF-2 (fibroblast growth
factor-2) and VEGF (vascular endothelial growth factor) are considered as key inducers. Their
biological activity is highly controlled by extracellular matrix components and angiostatic factors.
Better understanding of the molecular mechanisms regulating angiogenesis should contribute to the
development of new molecules to be used for the treatment of neovascularisation-linked diseases 1).
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