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Subdural hematomas and medical malpractice in the USA: an analysis of 314 patients
Correction: Surgical specialists face higher a risk for malpractice compared to their non-surgical
colleagues
Sequential decreases in basolateral amygdala response to threat predict failure to recover from
PTSD
In the right patient, likely fewer risks with posterior versus anterior cervical spine surgery:
Perspective/short review
Cost Utility of Specialist Physiotherapy for Functional Motor Disorder (Physio4FMD): Economic
Analysis of a Pragmatic Randomized Controlled Trial
Neglect, Recklessness, and Deliberate Indifference in the Face of a Serious Neurosurgical
Pathology: Lessons From the Tragic Fate of Prisoner Elliot Earl Williams
Litigation Involving Delay of Spinal Care During the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Review of Reported
Legal Cases in the United States
Development of a diagnostic checklist to identify functional cognitive disorder versus other
neurocognitive disorders

Failure to take proper care over something.

In recent times, clinical negligence claims against National Health Service hospitals have doubled,
with 8% of claims being made due to “failure to warn/informed consent.” This study aimed to assess
the current compliance of the neurosurgical division within a large tertiary neuroscience center with
the national legal framework and professional guidelines around the issue of surgical consent and to
develop strategies to improve the consent process.

Methods: Electronic patient records (EPR) were accessed to collect demographic data and information
regarding the surgical procedures. Telephone questionnaires were carried out. Neurosurgical
registrars were interviewed. The author met with the trust's Legal team, the neuropsychology lead,
and the trust's consent lead.

Results: Fifty-eight patients were included in the analysis. Of the respondents to the questionnaire,
98% felt that they were adequately informed during the consent process. When consenting patients,
all registrars felt that they explained the reason for the procedure, detailed benefits, and major risks,
including uncommon and rare risks. However, 50% admitted to not specifically discussing the
postoperative recovery time or alternatives. Only 15% admitted to documenting on the EPR or
through a letter to the patient's General Practitioner.

Informed consent is a delicate moment of communication between a clinician and the patient. Regular
training and good communication skills help staff to focus on the most relevant aspects of consent,
which should be delivered in an appropriate environment and with family support. Audio-visual aids
can support the process but do not replace good communication 1)

1)

Colombo F, McLeod R, Ravindranath Nambiar R, Maye H, Dickens S, George KJ. Informed consent in
neurosurgery - Evaluation of current practice and implementation of future strategies. Surg Neurol Int.
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