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see The Modified National Institutes of Health Stroke Scale (mNIHSS)

NIHSS score <10 at 24 hours after stroke onset is a strong predictor of favorable outcomes at 90 days
in patients treated with mechanical thrombectomy 1).

Early identification of patients who are most likely to develop malignant middle cerebral artery
infarction based on clinical, radiographic, anatomic, and laboratory values can aid the clinician in
offering decompressive hemicraniectomy (DHC) early. Previously published predictors of a National
Institute of Health Stroke Scale score of >20, thrombus at the carotid terminus location, presence of
nausea and vomiting, elevations of the white blood cell count, early involvement of >50% of the MCA
territory on CT, and additional involvement of the anterior cerebral artery territory and/or posterior
cerebral artery territory may be clinical tools to identify high-risk patients 2) 3).
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