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Up to 30% of temporal lobe epilepsy (TLE) cases, can have normal (“nonlesional” or negative)
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) results, which complicates the presurgical workup and has been
associated with worse surgical outcomes. Helped by contributions from advanced imaging techniques
and electrical source localization, the number of surgeries performed on MRI-negative TLE has
increased over the last decade. Thereby new epidemiologic, clinical, electrophysiologic,
neuropathologic, and surgical data of MRI-negative TLE has emerged, showing characteristics that are
distinct from those of lesional TLE 1).
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