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Middle cranial fossa approach

The middle fossa approach, as popularized by William Fouts House, provides excellent exposure to
the internal auditory canal (IAC) for the removal of small vestibular schwannoma with the potential for
hearing preservation. The anterior extension of this approach described by Kawase (Kawase
approach) enhances the surgical exposure provided by this route to the upper clivus and petrous
apex.

The surgical technique for the middle fossa approach which includes an anterior-to-posterior elevation
of middle fossa dura starting from the foramen ovale and uses the angle between the internal
auditory meatus IAM and the long axis of the greater superficial petrosal nerve (GSPN) to localize the
meatus from above may be an alternative to previously proposed surgical methods 1).

Lateral transzygomatic middle fossa approach

Indications

Tegmen tympani defect

Middle Fossa Approach for vestibular schwannoma 2).

Middle Fossa Approach for Facial Nerve Schwannoma.

Videos

The Middle Fossa Approach and Extended Middle Fossa Approach 1

<html><iframe width=“420” height=“315” src=“https://www.youtube.com/embed/OLgkeJ1u3kw”
frameborder=“0” allowfullscreen></iframe></html>

The Middle Fossa Approach and Extended Middle Fossa Approach 2

<html><iframe width=“420” height=“315” src=“https://www.youtube.com/embed/vrwA5gDmEqk”
frameborder=“0” allowfullscreen></iframe></html>

The Middle Fossa Approach and Extended Middle Fossa Approach 3

<html><iframe width=“420” height=“315” src=“https://www.youtube.com/embed/yDD33SvcOpE”
frameborder=“0” allowfullscreen></iframe></html>
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