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Mice

From formulating new cancer drugs to testing dietary supplements, mice and rats play a critical role
in developing new medical wonders. In fact, 95 percent of all lab animals are mice and rats, according
to the Foundation for Biomedical Research (FBR).

Scientists and researchers rely on mice and rats for several reasons. One is convenience: rodents are
small, easily housed and maintained, and adapt well to new surroundings. They also reproduce
quickly and have a short lifespan of two to three years, so several generations of mice can be
observed in a relatively short period of time.

see Transgenic mice
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