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Malignant middle cerebral artery syndrome

Patients usually present with findings of severe hemispheric stroke (hemiplegia, forced eye and head
deviation) often with CT findings of major infarct within the first 12 hours. Most develop drowsiness
shortly after admission. There is progressive deterioration during the first 2 days, and subsequent
transtentorial herniation usually within 2–4 days of stroke. Fatalities are often associated with: severe
drowsiness, dense hemiplegia, age > 45–50 yrs 1).

The malignant middle cerebral artery syndrome, characterized by cerebral edema following large
anterior circulation ischemic stroke, is a disease entity with high morbidity and mortality that is easy
to recognize, but challenging to manage 2)
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