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Lumbo costovertebral syndrome

Lumbo-costo-vertebral syndrome (LCVS) is a rare disorder in children that is characterized by
hemivertebrae, congenital absence of ribs, meningocele, and hypoplasia of the truncal and abdominal
wall presenting as a congenital lumbar hernia

Case reports

2016

An otherwise healthy 12-month-old girl was referred to the authors' hospital with soft swelling on her
left middle back; scoliosis had been present since birth. Imaging revealed a thoracic meningocele,
ectopia of the spleen suggesting lumbar hernia, multiple anomalies of the thoracic vertebral columns,
and defects of the ribs; thus, LCVS was diagnosed. Surgical observation revealed that the
meningocele was firmly anchored to part of the diaphragm, which created stretching tension in the
meningocele continuously with exhalation. Once detached, the meningocele shrank spontaneously
and never developed again after cauterization. In this case, continuous or pulsatile pressure in the
presence of a vertebral defect was thus considered to be an important factor for formation of the
thoracic meningocele 1).

2014

A 2-year-old girl who had a progressive swelling over left lumbar area noted for the last 12 months.
Clinical examination revealed a reducible swelling with positive cough impulse. Ultrasonography
showed a defect containing bowel loops in the left lumbar region. Chest x-ray showed scoliosis and
hemivertebrae with absent lower ribs on left side. Meshplasty was done 2).
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