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Lateral skull base surgery has remained the surgical frontier of new developments in the treatment of
lesions heretofore difficult to access. Examination of surgical results stimulates technical innovation
and provides an intervention risk-benefit ratio assessment for particular lesions useful in management
planning. With this in mind, we report the updated collective experience with lateral skull base
surgery at the Otology Group over the past 20 years. Two hundred ninety-eight patients underwent
surgical intervention for lateral skull base lesions. In 81 patients these lesions were malignant; in 217,
benign. Of the benign lesions, 165 were glomus tumors: 139 glomus jugulare, 19 glomus vagale, and
7 glomus tympanicum. The remainder comprised 21 menigniomas, 14 neuromas, two neurofibromas,
and a small group of much rarer entities. The philosophy of surgical approach, results, and follow-up
are discussed .
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