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During the surgery, the neurosurgeon and operating team document various aspects of the
procedure. This includes the surgical approach, details of the neurosurgical technique, anatomical
landmarks, intraoperative findings (such as tumor characteristics or vascular abnormalities), use of
specialized instruments or equipment, and any complications or unexpected events that occur during
the surgery.

Intraoperative findings refer to the observations and discoveries made by surgeons during a surgical
procedure while the patient is on the operating table. These findings provide real-time information
about the anatomical structures, pathological conditions, and unexpected or significant findings
encountered during the surgery. Here are some key points about intraoperative findings:

Real-Time Assessment: Surgeons assess the surgical site and surrounding tissues during the
procedure to identify and evaluate the relevant anatomical structures. They visually inspect, palpate,
and manipulate tissues to gather information about their appearance, characteristics, and condition.

Anatomical Structures: Intraoperative findings document the condition and location of anatomical
structures such as blood vessels, nerves, organs, or other relevant structures. This includes
evaluating their size, position, patency, integrity, or any abnormalities present.

Pathological Conditions: Surgeons may encounter various pathological conditions or abnormalities
that were not fully apparent in preoperative assessments or imaging. These may include tumors,
adhesions, cysts, inflammation, infection, anatomical variations, or traumatic injuries. Intraoperative
findings describe the presence, extent, characteristics, and impact of these conditions.

Bleeding and Hemostasis: Intraoperative findings include observations related to bleeding and
hemostasis. Surgeons assess the amount and source of bleeding, identify any major vessels or
bleeding points, and employ appropriate techniques to achieve hemostasis, such as suturing,
cauterization, or the use of hemostatic agents.

Intraoperative Imaging: In some cases, surgeons utilize intraoperative imaging techniques such as
fluoroscopy, ultrasound, or endoscopy to obtain real-time visual information during the procedure.
Intraoperative findings may involve details about imaging findings, such as the localization of a
foreign body, the confirmation of correct implant placement, or the guidance of tissue resection.

Unexpected Findings and Complications: Intraoperative findings may include unexpected or
unforeseen discoveries, complications, or challenges encountered during the surgery. These findings
may require alterations to the surgical plan, additional procedures, or consultation with other
specialists. Documenting these unexpected findings helps guide decision-making and subsequent
patient management.

Documentation: Accurate and thorough documentation of intraoperative findings is critical. Surgeons
record their observations, measurements, descriptions, and any relevant images or videos. This
documentation serves as a permanent record of the intraoperative course, contributes to the patient's
medical record, and facilitates communication among the surgical team and with other healthcare
providers involved in the patient's care.

Intraoperative findings provide valuable information for surgical decision-making, postoperative care
planning, and the assessment of surgical outcomes. They help to ensure patient safety, guide
appropriate interventions, and contribute to the overall understanding of the patient's condition.
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