
2025/06/29 03:53 1/1 Intracranial subdural hygroma classification

Neurosurgery Wiki - https://neurosurgerywiki.com/wiki/

Intracranial subdural hygroma classification

The classification of intracranial subdural hygromas is not as standardized as some other intracranial
conditions. However, they can be broadly classified based on their characteristics, causes, and clinical
presentation.

Here's a general classification:

Traumatic Subdural Hygroma:

Cause: Resulting from head trauma or injury, often mild or moderate traumatic brain injury.
Characteristics: Develops due to the accumulation of cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) in the subdural space
following disruption of blood vessels or the arachnoid membrane. Clinical Presentation: May be
asymptomatic or present with mild neurological symptoms. Postoperative Subdural Hygroma:

Cause: Occurs as a complication of neurosurgical procedures involving the subdural space.
Characteristics: CSF accumulation in the subdural space postoperatively, possibly due to impaired
drainage or disruption of the arachnoid membrane during surgery. Clinical Presentation: Variable,
ranging from asymptomatic to neurological symptoms depending on the size and location. Chronic
Subdural Hygroma:

Cause: Can result from the gradual resolution of a chronic subdural hematoma, leaving behind a fluid-
filled space. Characteristics: Formation of a hygroma in the subdural space without the presence of
significant blood. Clinical Presentation: May be asymptomatic or present with mild neurological
symptoms. Idiopathic or Spontaneous Subdural Hygroma:

Cause: Develops without a clear traumatic or surgical history. Characteristics: Spontaneous
accumulation of CSF in the subdural space, often without an obvious precipitating event. Clinical
Presentation: Variable, and the condition may be incidental or present with mild neurological
symptoms. Secondary to Underlying Medical Conditions:

Cause: Associated with underlying conditions such as cerebral atrophy, brain malformations, or
connective tissue disorders. Characteristics: Occurs as a secondary phenomenon to an underlying
structural or functional issue. Clinical Presentation: Depends on the underlying condition and may
vary widely. It's important to note that the classification may evolve as our understanding of subdural
hygromas deepens, and more research is conducted to elucidate their causes, characteristics, and
clinical implications. The clinical presentation can range from asymptomatic incidental findings to
symptoms such as headache, dizziness, or mild neurological deficits. The classification helps guide
clinical management and treatment decisions.
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