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Inferior petrosal sinus

 The inferior petrosal sinuses drain on
either side inferiorly from the cavernous
sinus and join with the sigmoid sinus to
form the internal jugular vein, which
continues inferiorly.

The inferior petrosal sinus is situated in the inferior petrosal sulcus, formed by the junction of the
petrous part of the temporal bone with the basilar part of the occipital bone.

It begins in the postero-inferior part of the cavernous sinus and, passing through the anterior part of
the jugular foramen, ends in the superior bulb of the internal jugular vein.

The inferior petrosal sinus receives the internal auditory veins and also veins from the medulla
oblongata, pons, and under surface of the cerebellum.

The inferior petrosal sinus is where the pituitary gland drains.

see inferior petrosal sinus sampling.

Transvenous endovascular treatment is the first choice for treating most cavernous sinus dural
arteriovenous fistulas (CDAVFs). Among several available venous routes, the inferior petrosal sinus is
the most commonly used 1).

1)

Kim SC, Kim JH, Kim CH, Lee CY. Middle temporal vein access for transvenous embolization of
Cavernous sinus dural arteriovenous fistula: A case report and review of literature. J Cerebrovasc
Endovasc Neurosurg. 2021 Oct 1. doi: 10.7461/jcen.2021.E2021.06.008. Epub ahead of print. PMID:
34592805.
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