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Infantile acute subdural hematoma etiology

Acute subdural hematoma in infants is distinct from that occurring in older children or adults because
of differences in mechanism, injury thresholds, and the frequency with which the question of
nonaccidental injury is encountered.

When trauma occur the motor vehicle accidents are the most frequent.

In the series of Loh et al. the most common cause of injury was shaken baby syndrome 1).

The accuracy of the history obtained from the caregivers of infants may be low in severe infantile
head trauma. Therefore, medical professionals should treat the mechanism of injury obtained from
caregivers as secondary information and investigate for possible abusive head trauma (AHT) in cases
with inconsistencies between the history that was taken and the severity of the injury observed 2).

At least in Japanese children, an infantile acute subdural hematoma was frequently observed not only
in nonaccidental but also in accidental injuries. In infants with head trauma, age, the presence of
retinal hemorrhage, and the presence of seizures should be considered when determining whether
they were abused. Subdural hematoma is also a powerful finding to detect abuse, but care should be
taken because, in some ethnic groups, such as the Japanese, there are many accidental cases 3).

Chronic subdural effusions in infancy may arise from trauma, from various types of meningitis, from
severe dehydration, or “idiopathically” 4).
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