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Kaestner et al., conducted a retrospective survey of the OR-database during a 10 year period. All
newly inserted shunt systems and subsequent shunt revisions are recorded according to quantity and
time point. All patients were subdivided according their aetiology of HC.

260 patients were eligible with a follow-up of 4.5 years. Subgroups were: 90 patients with NPH, 76
patients with posthaemorrhagic and 16 patients had posttraumatic HC. 22 received a shunt as a
consequence of a tumour, 41 were children and 15 for other causes. Overall revision rate was 39.5%.
During the first 6 months 55.6%, 57.9% and 75% of patients with NPH, posthaemorrhagic and
posttraumatic HC had revisions. In contrast only 38.1% of children and 20% of tumour cases required
early revision.

Two different patterns of revision are evident: mainly early revisions in morphologically stable
diseases such as posthaemorrhagic, posttraumatic and NPH and predominantly late revisions in
changing organisms such as children and tumour patients. The conception HC may be transient
because of a lack of late revisions cannot be supported by this data 1).
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