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Herpes simplex encephalitis complications

Intracerebral hemorrhage and ischemic stroke are increasingly recognized complications of central
nervous system (CNS) infection by herpes simplex virus (HSV).

Hauer et al. found distinct pathogenesis, cause, and outcome for HSV-related cerebral hemorrhage
and infarction. Vessel disruption within a temporal lobe lesion caused by HSV-1 is the presumed
mechanism for hemorrhage, which may potentially have a fatal outcome. Brain ischemia is mostly
related to multifocal cerebral large vessel vasculitis associated with HSV-2, where the outcome is
more favorable 1).

A man who developed a cerebral abscess fifteen months after initial herpetic encephalitis.
Retrospectively, antiviral should not have been associated with antibiotics during abscess episode, as
transcriptomic analysis reported no viral reactivation 2).
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