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Guinea pigs, also known as cavies, are small, domesticated rodents that are native to the Andes
region of South America. They are popular pets around the world due to their gentle nature, easy care
requirements, and social behaviors.

Characteristics of Guinea Pigs Physical Appearance:

Size: Guinea pigs typically measure about 8 to 10 inches (20 to 25 cm) in length. Weight: Adult guinea
pigs usually weigh between 1.5 to 2.6 pounds (700 to 1,200 grams). Body: They have a stout,
rounded body with no visible tail. Fur: Their fur can be short, long, or wiry and comes in a variety of
colors and patterns, including solid, striped, and spotted. Behavior:

Social Animals: Guinea pigs are highly social and thrive in the company of other guinea pigs. They are
known to be friendly and docile, making them great pets for families and children. Communication:
They communicate with each other and their owners through various sounds, such as squeaks,
whistles, purrs, and rumbling. Each sound has a different meaning, indicating emotions like
excitement, contentment, or fear. Diurnal: Unlike many rodents, guinea pigs are diurnal, meaning
they are active during the day and sleep at night. Diet:

Herbivorous: Guinea pigs are strict herbivores. Their diet primarily consists of fresh hay (which
provides essential fiber), fresh vegetables, and specially formulated guinea pig pellets. They also
need a constant supply of fresh water. Vitamin C Requirement: Unlike most mammals, guinea pigs
cannot synthesize vitamin C on their own, making it a vital part of their diet. A lack of vitamin C can
lead to scurvy, a condition that causes joint pain, lethargy, and bleeding. Lifespan:

Guinea pigs typically live for 5 to 7 years, although with proper care, some may live up to 8 years or
more. Types of Guinea Pigs There are several breeds of guinea pigs, each with unique characteristics:

American: The most common breed, known for its short, smooth coat and friendly temperament.
Abyssinian: Characterized by its distinctive rosettes (whorls of fur) and rough-textured coat. Peruvian:
Notable for its long, flowing hair that can grow several inches long. Silkie: Similar to the Peruvian but
with a smooth, long coat that flows backward from the head. Teddy: Has a dense, wiry coat that
resembles a plush toy. Texel: Features long, curly hair and requires frequent grooming to prevent
matting. Care Requirements Housing: Guinea pigs require a spacious cage with a solid floor to
prevent injuries to their feet. The cage should be lined with bedding that is safe and comfortable, such
as paper-based products or fleece. Social Interaction: Because they are social creatures, guinea pigs
do best when kept in pairs or small groups. They need regular social interaction and should not be left
alone for extended periods. Exercise and Enrichment: Providing toys, tunnels, and safe areas for
exploration is important to keep guinea pigs mentally stimulated and physically active. Health Care:
Regular check-ups with a veterinarian, especially one who specializes in small animals, are important
to monitor their health and prevent common issues such as dental problems and respiratory
infections. Guinea Pigs in Research and Culture Research: Guinea pigs have been used extensively in
scientific research, particularly in studies involving nutrition, genetics, and immunology. They were
historically used to study scurvy, which helped establish the importance of vitamin C in the human
diet. Cultural Significance: In some South American cultures, guinea pigs are considered a traditional
food source. In other parts of the world, they are beloved pets, and in recent years, their popularity
has led to an increase in specialized care products and pet care knowledge. Overall, guinea pigs are
cherished pets known for their endearing personalities, ease of care, and ability to form bonds with
their owners. Their gentle nature and social behavior make them ideal companions for people of all
ages.
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