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Gorlin syndrome

Gorlin syndrome, also known as nevoid basal cell carcinoma syndrome, is a condition that affects
many areas of the body and increases the risk of developing various cancerous and noncancerous
tumors.

In people with Gorlin syndrome, the type of cancer diagnosed most often is basal cell carcinoma,
which is the most common form of skin cancer. Individuals with Gorlin syndrome typically begin to
develop basal cell carcinomas during adolescence or early adulthood. These cancers occur most often
on the face, chest, and back. The number of basal cell carcinomas that develop during a person's
lifetime varies among affected individuals. Some people with Gorlin syndrome never develop any
basal cell carcinomas, while others may develop thousands of these cancers. Individuals with lighter
skin are more likely to develop basal cell carcinomas than are people with darker skin.

Most people with Gorlin syndrome also develop noncancerous (benign) tumors of the jaw, called
keratocystic odontogenic tumors. These tumors usually first appear during adolescence, and new
tumors form until about age 30. Keratocystic odontogenic tumors rarely develop later in adulthood. If
untreated, these tumors may cause painful facial swelling and tooth displacement.

Individuals with Gorlin syndrome have a higher risk than the general population of developing other
tumors. A small proportion of affected individuals develop a brain tumor called medulloblastoma
during childhood.

Familial cancer syndromes that include medulloblastoma: Gorlin syndrome, Turcot syndrome.
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