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Fetal brain tumor

A review revealed 154 fetuses presenting with brain tumors. Teratoma was the leading neoplasm.
Next was astrocytoma followed by craniopharyngioma, primitive neuroectodermal tumor, choroid
plexus papilloma, meningeal tumors, and ependymoma. The most common presenting findings were
macrocephaly and an intracranial mass. Overall hydrocephalus was next, followed by stillbirth. Most
tumors were detected during the third trimester of pregnancy. Over a third of the affected fetuses
were stillborn. Many tumors were inoperable as they occupied much of the intracranial cavity and
involved large areas of the brain. Overall survival rate was 23/154, or 15%. Generally fetal brain
tumors are associated with a poor prognosis 1).
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