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. Extended Resection: This term is used when a surgeon removes not only the primary tumor or
diseased tissue but also additional surrounding tissues or structures. This might be done to ensure
complete removal of the disease, especially in cases of cancer, where achieving clear margins is
crucial to reduce the risk of recurrence. For example, an “extended colectomy” might involve
removing more of the colon than in a standard colectomy to ensure that all cancerous cells are
removed. 2. Extended Lymph Node Dissection: This involves the removal of more lymph nodes than
would typically be removed in a standard procedure. It is often performed in cases where cancer has
spread, and the aim is to ensure that as many potentially affected lymph nodes are removed as
possible. For instance, an “extended lymphadenectomy” might be performed during cancer surgery
to remove additional lymph nodes around the tumor. 3. Extended Surgical Approaches: These are
surgical approaches that allow the surgeon to access more than just the primary area of interest. This
might be necessary when a disease process affects multiple areas or when a broader exposure is
needed to ensure complete treatment. An example would be an “extended radical mastectomy,”
which removes the breast tissue, underlying chest muscles, and more lymph nodes than a standard
radical mastectomy. 4. Extended Recovery or Post-Operative Care: Sometimes, “extended” can refer
to the recovery period or the care required after a more involved surgical procedure. This might mean
a longer hospital stay, more intensive monitoring, or extended rehabilitation. 5. Extended Use of
Technology: In the context of minimally invasive surgery, “extended” can refer to the use of
advanced technologies such as robotic assistance or enhanced imaging techniques that allow for
more precise and extended procedures that would be more challenging to perform using traditional
methods. In summary, when “extended” is used in surgical contexts, it typically indicates a more
thorough, involved, or comprehensive approach to ensure the best possible outcome for the patient.
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