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Duration of surgery

Duration of surgery together with comorbidity and acquired neurological deficits is an independent
risk factor for extracranial complications after brain tumor surgery. Duration of surgery is also
associated with surgical site infections. Knowledge about the potential harm of slow surgery should be
of interest to neurosurgeons when deciding on various surgical approaches, surgical tools or providing
training. Also if acquiring ethical approval or informed consent in technical research projects, the risks
associated with prolonging brain surgery should be considered. Special consideration should be
warranted in patients with significant comorbidity, planned long surgery and higher risk of acquiring
neurological deficits after surgery 1).
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