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Up to one third of epilepsy patients develop pharmacoresistant seizures and many benefit from
resective surgery. However, patients with non-lesional focal epilepsy often require intracranial
monitoring to localize the seizure focus. Intracranial monitoring carries operative morbidity risk and
does not always succeed in localizing the seizures, making the benefit of this approach less certain.

Intracranial monitoring is favored over VNS and medical management in young and elderly patients
over a wide, clinically-relevant range of pertinent model variables such as the chance of localizing the
seizure focus and the surgical morbidity rate 1).
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