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Decompressive craniectomy for acute
subdural hematoma

It is supported that decompressive craniectomy significantly improve outcome in patients with
refractory intracranial hypertension due to extensive contusion, compared to routine craniotomy.
However, as it has been known that bony decompression result in apparent exacerbation of edema,
the superiority of decompressive craniectomy to craniotomy is still controversial.

Craniotomy is the preferred surgical technique for management of ASDH in the United States, being
performed 10 times more frequently than craniectomy. Craniectomy was associated with significantly
higher in-hospital mortality after propensity score matched analysis 1).
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